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Chanukah 2016

Get ready! Chanukah is coming and it’s time to celebrate miracles big and small. 
And that’s just what we will do on December 11th at City Playhouse in Thornhill. It’s 
the GTA’s favourite Chanukah celebration featuring some of Canada’s finest children’s 

entertainers. Joining us on stage this year will be the talented Oozakazoo, Marky Weinstock, 
and Marlowe and the Mix. Also joining us will be 8 fabulous performing kids from CharActors 
Travelling Troupe under the excellent choreography of Kyla Cook. It all adds up to the biggest, 
longest-running and most-loved Chanukah show in the country! Great memories are made of 
moments like these... We hope you can join us!

A word of thanks to our sponsor and advertisers. At the top of our list is our long time sponsor 
and friend, URJ Camp George (see back cover). This beautiful Jewish summer camp is a major 
part of how our own kids have become such Mensches! They go for the zip lines, the water skiing, 
the great friends and beauty... We’re happy that it’s all in a fun Jewish context.  Thank you also to 
all the advertisers that help make this guide possible. Please visit them and thank them with your 
patronage. One of them is even giving away free Judy & David CDs while they last. So look care-
fully through this guide and GOOD LUCK!

Enjoy the guide. Hope to see you at the shows!
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Tickets and info at ChanukahPalooza.com
or call 905-303-2000

ChanukahPalooza 2016
Canada’s Favourite Family Chanukah Show

Dec 11 • City Playhouse • Thornhill
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CHANUKAH RECIPES

A no-grate alternative to potato latkes, 
these are a wonderful way to get rid of 
your frustration— just smash away. Baby 

red-skinned new potatoes have a lower glycemic 
index than baking potatoes.  Small potatoes—big 
potassium count. Expecting a crowd? Cook up a 
big pot of baby potatoes, boil them up, then start 
smashing. Enjoy in good health!

•	 8 baby red-skinned potatoes (2 to 2-1/2 inch-
es in diameter)

•	 Salted water
•	 1 Tbsp extra virgin olive or canola oil
•	 1/2 tsp salt 
•	 1/4 tsp lemon pepper (or to taste)
•	 Dried basil, garlic powder, onion powder, 

and/or paprika 

1. Boil the potatoes in salted water to cover for 15 
to 20 minutes or until fork tender. Drain well. (If 
desired, the potatoes can be prepared in advance 
up to this point and refrigerated for a day or two.) 

2. Preheat the oven to 400 degrees F. Line a large 
baking sheet with parchment paper.  

3. Place the potatoes in a single layer about 3 inch-
es apart on the prepared baking 
sheet. Cover one potato with a 
piece of parchment paper. Smash 
it once or twice with the flat part 
of the palm of your hand, making 
a flat disc about 4 inches in diam-
eter. Round off any ragged edges 
by pushing them together with 
your fingers. Repeat with the re-
maining potatoes. 

4. Brush the tops of the smashed 

potatoes lightly with olive oil and sprinkle with 
seasonings. Bake, uncovered, for 20 to 25 min-
utes or until golden and crispy. If desired, turn 
over the potatoes halfway through the cooking 
process. 

Yield: 8 potatoes. Recipe doubles or triples eas-
ily. Reheats well. Don’t freeze. 

All Season Smashers: Sprinkle potatoes lightly 
with your favorite seasonings such as seasoning 
salt or coarse salt, rosemary, dillweed, or thyme. 
Bake as directed. 

Loxy “Latkes”: Buy the 
smallest baby potatoes 
you can find; prepare 
and bake as directed. To 
serve, arrange on a serv-
ing platter and top each 
“latke” with a dollop of 
light sour cream, a slice 
of smoked salmon, and 
a sprig of dillweed. Dill-
icious!

SMASHED POTATO LATKES • from Norene’s Healthy Kitchen by Norene Gilletz
With thanks to our favourite cookbook maven! For more great recipes visit www.gourmania.com
Note: These recipes are for grown-ups, or for kids with lots of grown-up supervision.

Recipes continued, page 10
6
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Jay Keter

6221 Highway #7, Unit 9/10
Vaughan, Ontario
Canada  L4H 0K8

Cell: (647) 667-1381
Phone: (905) 264-3137

Fax: (905) 248-3575
         jay@bestbrandappliance.ca

Chanukah Sugar Cookies
•	 1 c. butter or margarine
•	 1/2 c. brown sugar (packed)
•	 2 c. flour (whole wheat adds 
•	 nutrition but is still yummy)
•	 1 or 2 small tubes of decorating
•	  icing or gel

1. Preheat oven to 350°.

2. Cut the butter into chunks and put all the ingredi-
ents into a big mixing bowl.
 
3. Wash your hands, then knead everything together 
until you get a nice, soft dough.
 
4. Roll out the dough onto a floured counter. If it’s diffi-
cult to roll, try adding a little flour. Cut the dough into 
dreidel shapes (use a dreidel cookie cutter or just use a 
knife to cut out a dreidel shape).
 
5. Carefully lift the cookies onto a greased cookie sheet 
(lined with baking parchment paper is easier).
 
6. Bake at 350° for 12 min.
 
7. Wait until the cookies are completely 
cooled before removing them from the 
cookie sheet or they can fall apart.

8. Decorate your dreidel cookies with 
the decorating icing in the shapes of the 
Hebrew letters of the dreidel.
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RABBI ELYSE GOLDSTEIN
Rabbi Elyse Goldstein – a dear friend, a respected modern Jewish 
writer and lecturer, and rabbi of the City Shul in Toronto – shares 
her ideas about a more meaningful Chanukah for your family. 

So what exactly is Chanukah... Ha-
nukkah...Chanuka...whatever! 

First of all, its spelled so many different ways because 
it’s a Hebrew word. When you turn the Hebrew let-
ters into English letters, it can go many ways, so just 
choose your own and enjoy this wonderful holiday!

It’s a holiday of religious freedom, inspired by our 
people’s historic desire to shake off oppression. It’s a 
commemoration of the human capacity for courage 
and hopefulness, as we remember the Maccabees’ 
brave revolution. It’s an opportunity to reflect on 
Jewish distinctiveness and the miracle of Jewish sur-
vival in societies that offer so many opportunities to 
just chuck it all and assimilate. It’s what the Hebrew 
word literally means: rededicate; a chance to rededi-
cate ourselves to Jewish values and our own ideals. 
The root of the word Chanukah can also be linked to 
the Hebrew word chinuch, which means education. 
It’s a reminder that in order for Judaism to survive an-
other two thousand years, we must educate ourselves 
and our kids about our heritage. It’s a time, as the 
Talmud suggests, to thank God for the miracles in 
our lives; a time to think about what is not in human 

hands. It could 
be a chance to 
ask ourselves: 
what seem-
ingly ordinary 
things can I 
experience as 
miracles to-
day?

To prepare for 
C h a n u k a h , 
why not cre-
ate your own 
prayer to be 
recited before 

the Chanukah candles are lit?  What does the 
holiday mean to you? What do you hope for?  

Eight Ways to Make 
Chanukah More Special:

1. Miracles: each night of Chanukah, mention 
one “every-day” miracle in your life.

2. Healing: On Chanukah, the Temple was 
“healed” from it’s defilement. Visit someone in the 
hospital or who is ill at home, or an elderly shut-
in,  and share Chanukah with them.

3. Independence:  Chanukah represents Jewish 
independence being regained in the Land of Is-
rael. Take this week to plan a trip to Israel, watch a 
film about Israel, read a book about Israel.

4. Dedication: Put up a mezuzah on your kid’s 
bedroom. Make a homemade kippah to wear 
while lighting the menorah.

5. Education: Chanukah “competes” with Christ-
mas just a little, doesn’t it? It shouldn’t and doesn’t 
have to. Most non-Jewish folks thinks it’s our 
“equivilent” but actually, Rosh Hashana, Yom 
Kippur, or Pesach would be a closer equivieant. 
Take one night of Chanukah to explain its signifi-
cance to your non-Jewish friends, and invite them 
over for latkes and dreidels.

6. Remember that Chanukah is about shedding 
light into the darkness. Reach out to a friend who 
could use your help. Babysit your neighbour’s 
kids. Walk your friend’s dog. Do something to 
lighten someone’s load.

7. Remember that Chanukah is about fighting 
back. Talk to your schools to see what they are 
doing about bullying, especially among LGBT 
youth.

8. The eight presents thing: if you do it, make it 
8
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Best
Massages
with RMTs!

DON’T WASTE
YOUR BENEFITS!

Massages
with RMTs!

DON’T W
YOUR BENEFITS!

11 Disera Drive, Thornhill
(Bathurst/Centre facing Walmart)

www.handandstone.ca

Open 7 days a week
 Weekdays to 10pm

905.771.1772  
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FABULOUS FACIALS  •  WAXING  •  TINTING

meaningful. Make each night a different “theme” 
so that materialsim is kept in check. Here are some 
suggestions for...

Eight Days of Presents

First night: books

Second night: a Jewish toy or game

Third night: homemade goodies

Fourth night: kids give something to parents but 
don’t receive (We used to call that “the kid’s giving 
night”)

Fifth night: tzedakah (the family gives to a charity 
it discusses and decides on after Menorah lighting)

Sixth night: shared gift; one gift that your kids (if 
you have more than one) must play with together, 
or they can play with you; for example, a coopera-
tive board game.

Seventh night: whenever Shabbat falls during the 
eight nights, no gifts. Shabbat is a gift in and of it-
self. have a beautiful Shabbat dinner with Chanu-
kah centerpieces. This could be the “chocolate gelt” 
or homemade donuts night for desert. 

City Shul
A Jewish heart
in the heart of  Toronto

A Family-Friendly Downtown Reform Synagogue with Rabbi Elyse Goldstein
• Saturday morning services with programmes for all ages: Jr. Cong, Club Katan, Gan
• Friday night Family Services with Music, Stories, and Dinner
• Wednesday afternoon once-a-week religious school, Adult Ed, Jewish culture 

programmes, Family Programming for all holidays
Come see why so many families have joined our spiritual & spirited community!

www.cityshul.com

Eighth night: the one “big” gift the kids really want.

From everyone at City Shul, chag Chanukah same-
ach: a happy and healthy Chanukah, Hanukkah, 
Chanuka... aw heck, Festival of Lights!

– Rabbi Elyse Goldstein

For more about City Shul see ad at bottom of page.
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CHANUKAH CRAFT:
GLOW IN THE 

DARK DREIDELS

Make your own glow-in-the-
dark dreidels! It’s fun and easy.

Pick up some glow in the dark 
paint from your local craft 
store or dollar store. Make sure 
that it is a non-toxic variety.  

Now just paint a wooden or 
small plastic dreidel, and voila 
-  you’ve brought some more 
light to the Festival of Lights!

For best results, hold the 
dreidel up to a bright light 
for a minute, then turn off the 
lights. 

Note: If it glows for eight days, 
please let us know!
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T G D D S H A L O M P H R M
E I H W T Z V E L P M E T A
A M A S L Y T I S B X R S T
P E D U E D E M U E D O K H
O L U F G U V O H A R F C J
T M J G V J E O C N E R O A
I S R A E L K B O S I O R M
C H A N U K A H I T D G I K
D A V I D V R A T O E G D A
M E N O R A H Y N C L I L N
O I L T N I H S A K N E O G
Y M A C C A B E E S L U G A
L A T K E S F R I E N D N R
L J I G G I J U M P L J J O 
R S K I D S C B C B D H P O

ANTIOCHUS
BEANSTOCK
BOOMIE
CHANUKAH
DAVID
DREIDEL
FRIEND
FROGGIE
GELT
GIMEL
GOLDIROCKS
HAY
HERO
ISRAEL
JIGGIJUMP
JJ

JUDAH
JUDY
KANGAROO
KIDS CBC
LATKES
MACCABEES
MATHJAM
MENORAH
NUN
OIL
RAKEVET
SHALOM
SHIN
TEAPOT
TEMPLE

WORD FIND!
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INTRODUCING A 
PERSONALIZED

MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM.

YOU ALREADY BELONG HERE.

Come grow with us and enjoy all our
congregation has to offer.  These first
steps are just the beginning of your 
family’s Jewish journey.

Let us be your spiritual home away
from home, where we can offer a sense
of belonging for your family, and a
strong Jewish identity for your children.

“It’s a busy time of
life raising young boys,

and we are so grateful to have
Holy Blossom partner with us as

we nurture a love of Jewish
traditions and faith. Here, we have

a feeling of community for our
family at every stage.”

– Sarah and David
Kaufman

YOUNG FAMILIES

www.HOLYBLOSSOM.ORG/YOUNGFAMILIES



Here’s a little play we wrote to tell the story 
of Chanukah. Try it with your family as part 
of your celebrations. A grownup can read for 
non-readers. Try it with puppets too! Have 
fun!    –  J & D 

Narrator: Nes Gadol Haya Sham.  A great 
miracle happened there. A couple thousand 
years ago, the Jewish people lived happily in 
the land of Judea -- the land now called Is-
rael.  They were free to live and pray the way 
they wanted, and they built a great Temple 
where they could come together to pray as 
Jews.  One day things changed.  There was 
an evil king named Antiochus who wanted 
everyone to pray like he did. 

Antiochus: Bow down to my statues, you 
silly Jews!  If you don’t, you will pay dearly!  
I am the king and the king must be obeyed!  
Where are my generals?

General: At your service, your Majesty!

Antiochus: Take my armies to the Jews’ 
Temple.  Steal everything good and smash 
the rest!

Narrator: Antiochus’ army stormed the 
temple and smashed all the holiest things 
and put their idols right in the middle of the 
Temple.  The Jews left the Temple that day 
weeping, missing the Holy Place that they 
had once built. Not far away, Mattathias 
lived in the town of Modi’in with his five 
sons.  They lived a good life -- until, that is, 
the day that Antiochus’ soldiers rode into 
town and put a huge idol right in the middle 
of Modi’in.

Do-It-Yourself Chanukah Play!!
General: People of Modi’in.  By order of the 
king, you must all bow down to this idol.

Mattathias: You listen to me, Mr. Fancy-pants 
Soldier!  If you think you’re getting us to bow 
down to that useless hunk of rock, you got an-
other thing coming!
Narrator: Though Mattathias was very brave, 
he was very old and he knew that he and his 
friends and family were no match for Antio-
chus’ whole army.  So he led the people to the 
caves outside Modi’in where they could live 
and pray their own way.  When he died, the 
small group of Jews turned to his son, Judah 
to be their new leader.  Judah was so strong, he 
was known as HaMaccabee or “The Hammer”

Judah: Listen everybody.  Who thinks that 
it’s a little crazy for us to be hiding up here in 
these caves while Antiochus and his pals fill 
our Temple with idols?  We have the right to 
live and pray the way we want… the way we al-
ways have.  Who will fight with me for what 
we believe in? 

Yankel: But, Judah, we’re shepherds and farm-
ers, not fighters.

Judah: But if we want our Temple back, if we 
want our rights, we cannot just sit here.

Yankel: But how can we win a war against such 
an army?  We are insects and they are giants.

Judah: Then we will sting them until they 
leave!  We will hide in the hills and in the caves, 
then strike them and hide again. 
Narrator: The first miracle of Chanukah hap

12



Do-It-Yourself Chanukah Play!!
pened. Judah and his brave little band of Mac-
cabees fought Antiochus’ army all the way 
back into Jerusalem. 

Judah: We’re so close now… Hey, there it is! 
The Temple gate is just ahead!  And Antiochus 
is in retreat.  We won!  We won!

Narrator: The Maccabees walked slowly up to 
the Temple. Their dream had come true. They 
took off their shields and swords... everything 
that had anything to do with war... and they 
sang songs of praise to heaven. But there was 
still one problem...

Judah: OK, everybody, you’ve done a really 
great job cleaning up. This place looks spectac-
ular.  Let’s just do one final check.. Um... let’s 
see here... OK,...Pull the weeds from the steps 
of the Temple...

Yankel: Check.       

Judah: Take out the garbage.

Yankel: Check.

Judah: Fill the holy lamp with oil and light it...

Yankel: Um, Judah, we can’t.

Judah: We fought off the Antiochus’ entire 
army and we can’t light a lamp?

Yankel: Well, no. We’ve searched and searched 
and can only find enough oil to last for today 
and it will take us eight days to make more.

Judah: Yankel, my friend, we have wit-
nessed many miracles lately. Just think 
how the few of us won against Antiochus’ 
mighty army. Just light the lamp with the 
oil we have and we will see what we will see.

Narrator: They all gathered around and lit 
the holy lamp. After all the fighting and all 
the time away from the Temple, the glow 
of the menorah warmed their hearts. And 
sure enough, another miracle occurred. The 
lamp kept burning and burning for eight 
days -- long enough for the Jews to make oil 
again.  After all they had been through, the 
glow of the menorah was a sign that all was 
well in their world again.

By Judy & David
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HOW TO PLAY DREIDEL

Shin
Put one in

Gimel
Take all

Nun
Take nothing

Hay
Take half

Anatomy
of a
Dreidel

Dreidels are tops with Hebrew letters standing for the phrase “Nes gadol haya 
sham,” or “a great miracle happened there.”  In Israel, dreidels have slightly differ-
ent letters standing for “Nes gadol haya po” or “a great miracle happened here.”

To play, everyone sits in a circle and puts a piece of candy into the centre. Each player 
spins the dreidel. If the dreidel lands on the letter “Gimel” the player takes all the candy, 
if it’s “Hay” you take half, if it’s “Nun” you do nothing, and if it’s “Shin” you put an extra 
piece of candy into the centre. When all the candy is gone, everybody puts in another 
piece of candy to the centre and starts all over again!

14

 Valerie Burke 
Councillor Thornhill Ward 1 

905-479-7747 
vburke@markham.ca 

Wishing you and your family 
a Happy Chanukah! 

 

For an easy reminder of how 
to play dreidel, listen to “The 
Dreidel Game” on Rock ‘N Roll 
Matzah Ball  – available on 
iTunes.



HOW DO YOU LIGHT CHANUKAH 
CANDLES?  First you need a Chanukah Me-
norah – a Chanukiah. It should have a place 

for eight candles plus a ninth candle – a Shamash – 
which is set apart (usually higher). It can be fun for each 
person to have their own Chanukiah – try making them. 
There are many online resources and craft ideas for mak-
ing your own Chunukiah. Have fun!

On the first night of Chanukah, you will need two 
candles per Chanukiah: one for the Shamash and one 
placed all the way on the right as you face the Cha-
nukiah. The candles are placed from right to left, but lit 
from left to right. This first night you say all three bless-
ings. Then, for the next seven nights you say only the 
first two. The Shamash is lit first, then used to light the 
other candle(s) as the blessings are read or sung. Note: 
In respect for those who do not write the name of G~d, 
we substituted an “~” for the letter “o”:

1. Baruch Atah Ad~nai El~heinu Melech haolam asher 
kid’shanu bemitzvotav vetzivanunu lehadlik ner shel 
Chanukah.  (Blessed are You, Ad~nai, our G~d, Ruler 
of the universe, who sanctifies us with your command-
ment, and commands us to kindle the Chanukah lights.)

2. Baruch Atah Ad~r El~heinu Melech haolam sheh-
asa nisim la-avoteinu bayamim hahem bazman hazeh. 
(Blessed are You, Ad~nai, our G~d, Ruler of the uni-
verse, who performed miracles for our ancestors in those 
days, at this time.)

3. Baruch Atah Ad~nai El~heinu Melech haolam 
shehecheyanu vekiyimanu vehigiyanu lazman hazeh. 
(Blessed are You, Ad~nai, our G~d, Ruler of the uni-
verse, who has granted us life, sustained us, and enabled 
us to reach this occasion.)

If you’ve done it right, you should use exactly 44 candles 
over the course of the eight nights of Chanukah. Or, 
better yet, 44 candles multiplied by every person in your 
family!

We wish you a fun, joyous Chanukah filled with light 
and small miracles! – J&D

LIGHTING CHANUKAH CANDLES

The first night 
of Chanukah

15



CHANUKAHPALOOZA CAST & CREW
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Judy & David are the Juno award-winning stars of CBC’s “JiggiJump” and 
formerly of “Judy & David’s Boom Box” on Treehouse. The duo began Chanu-
kah Live in 2000 and it has become a Toronto holiday tradition. When not on 
tour or in a TV studio, Judy is a highly respected choral conductor and is the 
Cantorial Soloist for Temple Emanu-El. David is also Chair of Education Arts 
Canada – one of the largest presenters of theatrical musicals for school children 
in Canada.  | judyanddavid.com

CharActors Theatre Troupe: Megan and Wayne Davis – Directors, Kyla Cook – Choreogra-
pher, and all those talented kids (see next page) | charactors.ca

The All Together Now Band: Jared Gershon – Drums, Connor Ross – Keys, Max Wilson – 
Bass, Tony Rosenberg – Sax

Behind the Scenes: Director of Operations – Sylvia Callaghan, Technical Director – Emily 
Lalonde, Associate Technical Director – Steafan Hannigan, Advertising Sales – Caryn Van Bruggen, and 
all the talented and wonderful staff from the City Playhouse.

Marky Weinstock is a popular children’s entertainer, award win-
ning songwriter, and respected educator.  Marky honed his craft while 
making music around the world.  During his adventures, he performed 
in Himalayan villages, the jungles of Australia, Cambodian orphanages, 
interfaith communities in Jerusalem, and festivals across North America.  
Here in Toronto, a generation of children has participated in his song cir-
cles and music classes.  | markyweinstock.com

Oozakazoo ( Joshua Skye Engel & Noah Aiken-Klar) 
hit the Toronto children’s music scene in 2009. Two years later 
they had already released their first EP, garnering  a  Folk Music 
Ontario Award for Best Children’s Song for their song Grow.  
In 2013, Oozakazoo released their first full-length CD, Young 
Folk Rock, named as one of FolkWorld’s Best Albums of 2013 
andwinning a 2014 Parents’ Choice Recommended Award.  
oozakazoo.net

Marlowe & the MiX is a Juno nominee garnering lots of atten-
tion. Their single LiVE in COLOUR! was named best children’s song of 
2015 by the International Independent Music Awards and is now the #1 
kids CD on iTunes! Marlowe & the MiX aims to entertain today’s kids in 
a safe, concert-like forum before they’re old enough to go to a grown-up 
pop show.  | marloweandthemix.com



CharActors Travelling Troupe 2016/17

CHARACTORS TRAVELLING TROUPE 

Judy & David feel blessed to be joined on stage with the won-
derful kids from CharActors Travelling Troupe, both for their 
ChanukahPalooza show and for their large scale touring musicals 
every spring. Appearing in ChanukahPalooza from CharActors: 
Back row left to right – Jamie Frank, Kallie Emdin, Sarah Ten-
nant, Carly Perrin.  Front row left to right – Lauren Pappas, Jacob 
Muller, Amelia Gordon, Katie Levine  
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CHANUKAH - PLAY and SING!

There are so many great songs for Cha-
nukah, it’s impossible to print them 
all here. Here are just a few for you 

to enjoy. You can sing along with them at our 
concert – or at your home. Don’t be shy! We 
believe singing is not a spectator sport – and 
that goes double for Chanukah! So, let’s hear 
it, everybody! (more songs on page 22)

I Have a Little Dreidel •	Traditional

I have a little dreidel. 
I made it out of clay.
And when it’s dry and ready
My dreidel I shall play.

Oh, dreidel dreidel dreidel. 
I made it out of clay. 
Oh, dreidel dreidel dreidel
My dreidel I shall play.

It has a lovely body
With leg so short and thin. 
And when it gets all tired
It drops and then I win.
My dreidel’s always playful. 
It loves to dance and spin. 
A happy game of dreidel. 
Come play now lets begin.

S’vivon •	Traditional

S’vivon sov sov sov, Chanukah hu hag tov
Chanukah, hu hag tov, s’vivon sov sov sov
Chag simcha hu la-am, nes gadol haya sham
Nes gadol haya sham, Chag simcha hu la-am, 

CHANUKAH REBUS CHANUKAH SONGS!

18



JUDY & DAVID... A NEW CHAPTER

Many friends and fans have been wonder-
ing what the next big TV show will be, 
where the next big “Judy & David” tour 

will go. After two national television series, 18 re-
cordings, a Juno award, a Socan award, and half 
a lifetime of touring, we are truly happy to have 
quietly turned a new page in our musical career.  

Honestly, we didn’t really see it coming. We were 
so laser-focused on growing our children’s music 
career in all the ‘traditional’ ways that we never 
really stopped to won-
der if we would ever 
want to try something 
else.

And then, all of the 
sudden, David was run-
ning one of the largest 
educational touring 
musical companies in 
the country and Judy 
was the Cantorial So-
loist and Music Direc-
tor of Temple Emanu-
El, not mention the 
founder and director 
of the Toronto Jerwish 
Chorus. 

And we realized... life 
is good. We are making 
music and bringing it to 
more people in different ways than before – and 
we still get to be around to watch our kids grow 
up!

Now, don’t worry (ok, maybe  you’re not actu-
ally worried, but you could pretend). We have no 
plans to stop doing ChanukahPalooza shows and 
the occassional Judy & David concert. But we are 
really enjoying spending a lot less time chasing 
the next big TV deal and a lot more time mak-
ing music in these new ways. ChanukahPalooza 

is a great case in point. We have taken a little less 
of the spotlight and in the process we have been 
able to expand it to a true community celebration, 
sharing the stage with some of the country’s best 
children’s musicians.

EDUCATION ARTS CANADA

David has been spending most of his time as 
Chair and Executive Director of Education Arts 

Canada, the non-profit 
organization we both 
created. EAC’s mission 
is to “engage and inspire 
chidren - heart, mind 
and body - through mu-
sic, drama and interactive 
theatre.”

The project really began 
a decade ago when our 
big musicals like “Goldi-
Rocks” and “PigMania” 
began to attract more and 
more school audiences. 
We realized that there 
was a need for engaging 
musical theatre written 
expressley for younger 
children. We also realized 
that other music we had 

written over the years lent 
itself well to telling musical 

stories to school audiences.

Education Arts Canada now tours our Once 
Upon a Tune musicals to over 50,000 students 
and teachers every year in beautiful theatres across 
Ontario and Quebec. Over 70 cast and crew are 
involved in mounting these shows -- which have 
become the most popular touring musicals for the 
education market in the country. David tours as 
the show’s producer and also gets to join the show 
on stage.

A new in-school musical we created to help kids
 in grades 4-6 understand anxiety and mental health
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Can you imagine a synagogue 
filled with the music of

Judy Adelman Gershon?
 

We can too.

Temple Emanu-El
Come try our popular Friday night 
family services and dinner: Snacks with 
new friends from 6:00. At 6:30 choose an 
instrument and play along as we welcome 
Shabbat with Judy, Rabbi Debra  
Landsberg, a live band, great melodies 
and a warm, welcoming community.

Jan 13, Feb 3, Mar 3, May 5,  Jun 2  
RSVP and more info:

tikka@templeemanuel.ca

Judy Adelman Gershon
Cantorial Soloist & Music Director

Temple Emanu-El

120 Old Colony Road • Toronto
416.449.3880 • templeemanuel.ca

Other EAC projects include MathJam, teaching 
math through music and drama, and JiggiJump. Our 
newest project for Education Arts Canada is called 
“The Secret Life of Riley K.” This show helps des-
tigmatize mental health -- and anxiety in particular 
-- for grades 4-6. The show is now in development 
and begins its sold out tour this January.

If you think your school might be interested in Ed-
ucation Arts Canada shows, please let them know 
about us! You can find out more at:
educationarts.ca

JUDY’S BIG NEWS

As this guide goes to press, Judy is being installed as 
the Cantorial Soloist and Music Director of Temple 
Emanu-El in Toronto! Most of our friends and fans 
know that Judy has been the conductor of the To-
ronto Jewish Chorus for many years. She has made 
a huge contribution to the musical life of Jewish To-
ronto and now it has become much more official. 
Judy is bringing her music home to the synagogue 
where she grew up -- the synagogue where she and 
David were married and where they attend as a fam-
ily.

Somehow Judy manages to find time to bring ex-
traordinary musical experiences to Temple Emanu-
El and still co-write the music to Education Arts 
Canada musicals and her own pieces (not to men-
tion leading the Toronto Jewish Chorus and doing 
her favourite job, being a mom).

Feel free to come join in the music at Temple Ema-
nu-El. More information is in the ad on this page 
and at templeemanuel.ca or on facebook.

Thanks to all our friends, family and fans for your 
support through the years and during this new chap-
ter in our musical careers!

Judy Adelman Gershon
David Gershon
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The World’s NEW Largest Menorah
6.5 m height, 50 m length and composed of over 5,000 
LED bulbs. It cost over 300,000 shekels  (over $100,000 
Canadian) to make and is in Tel Aviv.

Chanukah Romance
Judy & David’s romance 
began at a friend’s Chanu-
kah Party. Sol and Jen Birn-
baum from Camp Walden 
met at a Judy & David 
Chanukah concert! Who 
are you going to meet!? 

“Drop That Dreidel and 
Put Your Hands in the 
Air!”
The first dreidel spinners were students ‘illegally’ studying 
Torah. If Greek soldiers made a surprise raid, the students 
would quickly take out their dreidels and pretend to be 
playing a gambling game.

The Donut Pyramid: On the first night of Chanukah in 
1997, a 12 foot high pyramid made of 6,400 sufganiyot 
(donuts) was erected near Afula, Israel. They were later 
distributed to Israeli soldiers serving along the Lebanon 

border.

You can’t top this: 
On December 7, 
2000, students at the 
University of Mary-
land set a world re-
cord for by getting 
535 dreidels spin-
ning at once. 

Secret Code? If you 
take the first letters of the first four words of the “Mi-
Chamocha” prayer it spells “Maccabee” in Hebrew. 
Some say that is why the Maccabees took that name, 
as an acronym for “Who is like you, G-d?” in Hebrew. 
Others say that it is because it is similar to the word for 
“Hammer” in ancient Aramaic.

The NEW World’s  Largest Menorah
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Ma Oz Tsur  Traditional

Maoz tzur y’shuati
l’cha naeh l’shabeiach
Tikon beit t’filati
V’sham todah n’zabeyach
L’eyt tachin matbeyach
Mitsar ham’nabeiyach. 
Az egmor, b’shir mizmor
Chanukat hamizbeiyach

Rock of ages let our song
Praise Your saving power. 
You amid the raging foes 
Were our sheltering tower. 
Furious they assailed us, 
But Your arm availed us.
And Your word
Broke their sword
When our own strength
Failed us

MORE CHANUKAH SONGS
Mi Yimalel •	Traditional

Mi yimalel g’vurot yisrael 
Otan mi yimneh
Hein b’chol dor yakum hagibor 
Go-eil ha-am

Sh’ma, bayamim ha heim 
Bazman’ hazeh
Maccabee moshiah ufodeh
U’vyameinu kol am yisrael 
Yitacheid yakum l’higaeil

Who can retell 
The things that befell us?
Who can count them?
In every age a hero or sage 
Came to our aid

Shma, at this time of year 
In days of yore
Maccabees the Temple 
Did restore
And today our people 
As we dreamed
Will again unite
And be redeemed

Maccabee	•	by	Judy	&	David	
From “Rock N’ Roll Matzah Ball” 
 
Stand up like a proud Maccabee
Then like a dreidel spin round
Then like a menorah
Show your flame
Till the candles all burn down

I’m A Little Latke  
(To “I’m a Little Teapot”)

I’m a little latke, 
Round and brown. 
Here is my upside
Here is my down. 
When I am all ready, 
Take a bite. 
And eat me up 
On Chanukah night!

Continued 
from page 18
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Give the Gift of Music
this Chanukah

Judy & David CDs and DVDs available after
the show in the lobby or on iTunes

The Gift of Music
Judy & David CDs and DVDs available in the lobby 

after the show or on iTunes. 

Give twice! All proceeds of sales on Dec 11 to benefit 
camper scholarships for URJ Camp George.



Meet Dr. Urdaneta!
Dr. Ana Urdaneta has been providing the Thornhill 
community with comprehensive orthodontic care 
for over 15 years.  

905-731-9699 | villageortho.ca | 28-9200 Bathurst Street, Thornhill

...for your smile.

Book a complimentary consultation today!
M.Sc. Ortho., F.R.C.D. (C)

Free Gift Wrapping In-Store.
Every Day. On Every Gift.

With over 10,000 unique 
toys and a helpful staa to 
help you  nd the right one, 
there’s no better place to 
 nd the perfect gift
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An exciting, fun-filled adventure every day!
Arts and Crafts, Outdoor Fun, Sports/Gym, Special Theme Days, 

Music, Monkeynastix, Baking, Drumming and Much More!

Temple Sinai
Summer Adventures

Licensed under Ontario’s new child care legislation

Summer programs for children 12 months to 4 years.

Mini Fun
Friends 

12 to 24 months

Playground
Pals 

2 years old

Summer
Buddies 
3 to 4 years

Register online at www.templesinai.net.



GOTTA GET  
BACK TO  
GEORGE

BEAUTIFUL PARRY SOUND IS HOME TO CANADA’S ONLY

PROGRESSIVE JEWISH OVERNIGHT CAMP

 

Swimming 
Waterskiing
Paddlesports
Mountain Biking
Tennis
Martial Arts
Canoe & Hiking
Dance
Arts & Crafts
Music
Photography
Drama
Sailing
Baseball
Soccer
Hockey
Pottery
Ropes Course
Teva (Nature) 
Archery
All while living  
Jewish in the  
great big outdoors

To arrange for an in-home information session, please call 416•638•2635

Incentive grants for first 

time campers available.

Please call 416•638•2635

Register 
Now!

www.george.urjcamps.org


